MECHANICAL MOLE WORKS ON NEW WATER PIPELINE 

A special “mechanical mole” is digging away on the first phase of a new £2.3 million water pipeline in Maidenhead.

South East Water is using the specialist no-dig technique, called directional drilling, to install a 75-metre long section of the 400mm (16 inch) diameter water main under the watercourse at Town Moor in Maidenhead. (Note to News Editors: First attached photo shows Graeme Mellor, SEW Senior Engineer, with the drilling machine; and the pipeline being laid across the rest of The Moor). 

Instead of digging an open trench to install the pipeline, a machine is being used to drill into a small excavation and under the watercourse through to the other side. This drill is then fitted with a bigger “set of teeth” and pulled back through to enlarge the tunnel. Once this process has created a large enough hole under the watercourse, the new water main will be pulled inside.

This construction technique means disruption is minimised and The Moor can be returned to normal use more quickly – particularly to avoid disruption to the Timbertown event, which takes place on the August Bank Holiday weekend, and when the site also plays host to a fair.

Graham Webb, South East Water Delivery Manager, said: “Using this no-dig technology means we can overcome the engineering challenges of this location to successfully lay our new water main underneath the watercourse. Using “no-dig” technology also reduces the amount of excavation we need to do, as it only requires an access and exit pit for the insertion of the new pipe.”
Good progress has been made on the scheme to date, with mainlaying work already completed in Holmanleaze and Ray Street, with some final phases of construction in other parts of The Moor due to finish later this month. The next phase of work will see pipelaying activities move to Bridge Road from 19th June 2010.

The new water pipeline will run from the junction of the A308M and Windsor Road, before crossing Braywick Park to Green Lane and Oldfield Road to the junction of the A4 Bridge Road. The pipeline then heads up a short distance of Bridge Road turning into Ray Street and crossing The Moor into Holmanleaze to terminate at St Cloud Way.

Once built, the new 3.6km long pipeline will deliver a second, secure supply of an additional 2.5 million litres of water, from nearby Bray Water Treatment Works (WTW), into the town’s water supply network. 
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Further information: Jane Gould 01634 873219 or Jo Osborn 01634 873033.

