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MECHANICAL MOLE KICKS OFF £2.3 MILLION PIPELINE SCHEME

A special “mechanical mole” will kick start the first phase of a new £2.3 million water pipeline in Maidenhead.

South East Water will use a specialist no-dig technique called directional drilling to install a 75-metre long section of the 400mm (16 inch) diameter water main under the watercourse at Town Moor. 

Instead of digging an open trench to install the pipeline, a machine will be used to drill into a small excavation and under the watercourse through to the other side. This drill is then fitted with a bigger “set of teeth” and pulled back through to enlarge the tunnel. Once this process has created a large enough hole under the watercourse, the new water main will be pulled inside.

This construction technique means disruption is minimised and The Moor can be returned to normal use more quickly – particularly to avoid disruption to the Timbertown event, which takes place on the August Bank Holiday weekend, and when the site also plays host to a fair.

Work on The Moor will start from Monday 12 April 2010 and is due for completion by mid-June.  

At the same time, a five-week programme of mainlaying work, in the highway this time, will also begin in Holmanleaze. Restricted access will be allowed for those residents, business and organisations that live or operate there.

Graham Webb, Infrastructure Development Manager at South East Water said: “This much needed scheme has been in the planning stages for a long time so we’re delighted to be able to crack on with construction.

“We have worked very closely with the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead to time our work so it avoids, where possible and practicable, community, sporting and recreational events, or other planned highway improvement works in the borough.

“We fully appreciate there will be impacts on residents, commuters and the wider community, but are committed to delivering this scheme as quickly as possible, with the minimum of disruption.”

Once built, the new 3.6km long pipeline will deliver a second, secure supply of an additional 2.5 million litres of water, from nearby Bray Water Treatment Works (WTW), into the town’s water supply network. 

The new water main will support the company’s water sources in the town, and help meet demand for water both from existing customers, as well as from new homes planned in the future.

The water pipeline will run from the junction of the A308M and Windsor Road, before crossing Braywick Park to Green Lane and Oldfield Road to the junction of the A4 Bridge Road. The pipeline then heads up a short distance of Bridge Road turning into Ray Street and crossing The Moor into Holmanleaze to terminate at St Cloud Way.
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Further information:  Jane Gould 01634 873219 or Jo Osborn 01634 873033 

